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Courts crushing Gore's hopes
By Carter Garza
News Writer
This week in Presi
dential politics, courts in
Washington D.C. and
Florida both delivered
crushing blows to A1
Gore's bid for the presi
dency of the United
States. The first decision
came Monday from the
U.S. Supreme Court. In
their decision, the
Justice's asked the
Florida Supreme Court
to reconsider and explain
their initial decision to
allow the manual re
counting of votes that
had cut into George W.
Bush's lead in the first
place. In response,
Florida's highest court
said that it would recon
sider that decision, giv
ing lawyers for Gore and
Bush until 3 p.m. ET
Tuesday to file their
briefs in Florida's Su
preme Court.
Hours later, Judge N.
Sanders Sauls made his
decision
regarding
Gore's bid for a hand re
count of 14,000 ballots in
Florida. The infamous
votes had recently been
transported via trucks in
the most televised auto-
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UAH's John Christy
is appointed as the
state's climatologist
By J. Caleb
Clanton
News Writer

Judge N. Sanders Sauls is shown in court as he ruled in a contest hearing to
Florida's election results in Florida December 4. Judge Sauls rejected Vice
President A1 Gore's challenge to Florida's election results. (Photo from
news.yahoo.com)
mobile spectacle since O.
J. Simpson's famous
White Bronco dominated
the airways in the early
90's. It was Gore's inten
tion to have these votes
recounted in order to gain
the edge he requires to
win the White House.
Sauls delivered Gore a
major defeat when he re
jected the request for a re
count, declaring that in his
opinion, "There is no cred

ible
statistical
evidence...that the results
of the election would have
been changed [by a re
count] ." Understandably,
the reactions to the deci
sion were mixed. Gore's
legal team was sent reel
ing as Bush's team re
joiced.
Gore's lead attorney in
Florida, David Boies,
summed up his legal
team's view of the deci

sion, acknowledging that
Gore's case now rests in
the hands of Rorida's Supreme Court. "They
won. We lost. We're
appealing...This is going
to be resolved by the
Florida Supreme Court
promptly, and what I
think is that that will be
the end of the matter,"

See Hopes,
page 13

UAH Professor Dr.
John Christy was recently
appointed to take the
helm of Alabama's climate
office by Governor Don
Siegelman. Christy is a
professor of atmospheric
science and director of the
Earth System Science Cen
ter at UAH.
Christy will be replac
ing UAH professor Dr. Ri
chard McNider, who has
been serving as the state's
climatologist since 1983.
McNider retired earlier
this year.
According to Christy,
the primary task of the cli
mate office is to provide
climate and weather infor
mation for the purpose of
economic development.
"We get requests for
information about the
types of weather that
might
influence
a
company's business, such
as the frequency of hurri
canes or how many times
a year roads are closed

Governer Don Siegel
man appointed Dr. John
Christy as the state's
climatotogist. (Photo
courtesy of
Susan
Carlson)
f
due to snow and ice," said
Christy. "Our climate, for
instance, was one of the
main factors that brought
Honda to Alabama."
Additionally, the cli
mate office maintains
weather records for the
state dating back to the
1890s. Currently, attempts
are being made to collect

See Christy,
page 13

Can you afford to eat at the Charger Cafeteria?
By Sheldon Hull

have had to suffer the ago Charger Cafeteria.
nies
of missed meals in
However, when one ar
News Writer
order to gain the prize at rives at the cafeteria, he or
Students at UAH ap the end of their respective she is faced with the sur
pear to be driven toward scholarly road. While stu prising reality of high
the goal of graduation, or dents are on the sacred prices. Certainly, many
at least the success of at grounds of near poverty, students have wondered
taining good grades for they are not alone in their why they cannot get a
the current semester. In pursuit of an inexpensive break on their own cam
order to achieve these meal, which provides pus. Surely the cafeteria
goals, some sacrifices them with the strength to administration under
have been made. One sac endure the long hours of stands that the average
rifice that students have classes and homework. It customer of the mess hall
made lies in the area of fi is at these moments that is broke or close to it. Since
nances. Many students students seek refuge at the this is the case, one looks
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J

forward to getting a nice
deal on salads, sand
wiches, or potato chips.
The truth is that the items
that one normally pur
chases at the cafe are just
as expensive, if not more

See Cafeteria,
page 13
A student purchases her
lunch at the Charger
Cafeteria in the UC.
(Photo by Jennifer
Roberts)

UAH wins
conference
opener

Opening acts
outshine
Creed
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Morton Hall's social club up in
an ongoing smoke controversy

It's a
Tech
thing

By Sheldon Hull
News Writer

By Greg Bacon
Technology Writer
After fighting through an awful traffic, I finally
returned home from the beach. I was in the mood
for a music and hastily dropped in a CD. Begin
ning the unpacking process, I pulled a pants from
a luggage to find it covered in sands. Disregard
ing the many advices my mom have given me, I
shook the garment and ended up getting sands in
the carpet and furnitures.
If the previous paragraph sounded strange,
then you're probably a native speaker of English.
Ignoring the "What 1 Did On My Summer Vaca
tion" flavor, its weird ring comes from the use of
mass nouns as count nouns. Mass nouns denote
undifferentiated collections or concepts whose
members you wouldn't or couldn't ordinarily
count. Mass nouns don't take the plural form, so
"sands", "advices", and "furnitures" are all ungrammatical. In addition, the indefinite articles
"a" and "an" don't precede mass nouns, so "an
awful traffic", "a music", and "a pants" are ungrammatical.
In case you're wondering, this is still the tech
column and not the Grammar Gestapo Gathering.
However, those who deal with math or computer
science enough begin to pay much closer atten
tion to language—not much of a surprise given
that programming languages are popular tools
with computer scientists. Mathematician Kurt
Goedel, in the proof of his incompleteness theo
rem, invented a formal language that provided an
avenue for the integers to "talk" about themselves
and create an unprovable statement about the in
tegers. We don't want to leave out our friends in
the liberal arts: philosophers and logicians use a
formal language known as Prepositional Logic to
formulate claims, arguments, and proofs.
Dennis Ritchie, who, among other contribu
tions, was one of the creators of the C program
ming language, once quipped that C and Pascal
are the same programming language and that one
learns to program after learning a second lan
guage. Learning a foreign language is similar; the
process gives insight into one's own language but
also poses new questions. For example, the En
glish phrase "my hair" and the German phrase
'die Haare"are equivalent even though the trans
literation back to English, "the hairs", neither in
dicates the possessive nor sounds grammatical to
an English speaker. English and German both
belong to the Germanic language family and prob
ably wouldn't pass Ritchie's"different language"
test, so imagine the impedance mismatches that
arise between, say, English and Japanese!
The other day, I was going through a few mails
and came across an interesting item. Go back and
reread the previous sentence. Did anything about
it seem a little strange? Don't worry if you didn't
find anything because I've heard some highly edu
cated people make the same mistake, namely us
ing "mail" as a count noun. The technology tiein, of course, is the bastardization "emails" that
permeates our vernacular. The word email is a
contraction of "electronic mail", and "mail" is an
other pesky mass noun.
My friend Middle-Man (shouts out!) would
probably call me for being way too picky about
detail. Consider, however, that the majority of
UAH students are pursuing technical degrees and
that attention to detail is crucial in technical fields.
Conveying such an attentive image is especially
important when making first impressions, like in
a job interview. I'm not particular about the way I

See Bacon, page 4

Clouds of smoke usu
ally fill barrooms, pool
halls, or the smoking sec
tions of restaurants. The
smoke is acceptable to the
people who choose to set
themselves in those envi
ronments. Yet while walk
ing into Morton Hall, the
front of the building may
appear to be smoldering
because of the smoke that
seems to emanate from the
walls. The crowd of
people does not appear to
be alarmed, but one could
suppose that the building
was on fire if they did not
notice that the people
were the creators of the
smoke.
For non-smoking stu
dents, faculty, and staff,

the crowd of smokers has
been proven to create an
air of discomfort at times.
"I hold my breath until I
get in or out. I'm allergic
to f the smoke], and I just
don't like to breathe it,"
complained Jane Yeargin,
staff assistant of Political
Science. Yeargin emphati
cally stated that the smoke
does disturb her when
ever she has to enter or
exit the building.
Katrina Ball, a teaching
assistant in Morton Hall,
noted, "I smelled that
smoke coming into my of
fice just five minutes ago."
It seemed to be a coinci
dence that a story was be
ing written at a time when
she was annoyed by it the
most.
Jane Matthews, student
assistant to Frank Bell,

admits that she gets ag
gravated when she walks
by the front door. "We are
at least 100 feet away from
the entrance, yet the
smoke has come into this
office. At least they are not
allowed to smoke in the
building anymore."
"The cigarette smoke
doesn't bother me," says
Sarita Cochran of the En
glish Department. "I hate
the fact that they are all on
the porch and you have to
find a place to walk before
you can say excuse me."
It is obvious that the
smoking does bother
many non-smokers who
take classes at Morton
Hall. One interesting ob
servation is that large con
gregations of people are
often intimidating to those
who may be trying to get

into the building. For that
reason, many people walk
timidly around the crowd
and squeeze through the
door.
For smokers, the oppo
site viewpoint is much dif
ferent. A computer science
major that goes by the
name of Shaggy visits
Morton Hall just to have a
smoke. "People stay on
the porch to socialize.
Many non-smokers are
here, too." Soon after he
said that, Dr. Goebel of the
Foreign Languages de
partment walked outside
onto the porch. "Right
now, I am here to social
ize." It would seem, ac
cording to some students,
faculty, and staff, that if

See Smoke,
page 4

Across the Campus

What are your plansfor the
semester break?

Billy
McDaniel
Junior
Mechanical
and Aerospace
Engineering
"Going to work to make
money and visiting my
family in Louisiana."

Photos by Dauphne Rogers

Aspen
Mont
gomery
Sophomore
Biology
Hanging out with my
friends, eating a lot of
food, and participating in
Secret Santas."

Chris
Wolfe

Brian
Moore

Sophomore
Electrical
Engineering

Senior
Biology

"Going snow boarding in
North Carolina."

'Going on a week-lor
hike in North Carolinaprobably play racket b<
and sleep a lot, too.

Women s Community Health Center
Abortion Service
Free Regular Pregnancy Testing
Huntsville's Only Clinic
Licenced by the State of
Alabama to perform Abortions

533.9228

Toll Free

131 Longwood Dr. SW

1-800-666-9228
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TRUE OR FALSE?

(

25% OF PEOPLE SAY THEY CAN DETECT THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN HOW EACH NOSTRIL PERCEIVES SMELL.

)

AMERICANS EAT APPROXIMATELY
350 SLICES OF PIZZA PER SECOND.

c

7 OUT OF 100 AMERICANS HAVE
FLOSSED THEIR TEETH WITH THEIR HAIR

)
)

MEN BURP 4.7 TIMES PER DAY
WHILE WOMEN BURP 2.1 TIMES PER DAY.

c

8% OF COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE NOT
WATCHED T.V. IN THE LAST WEEK.

NEARLY 2/3 OF COLLEGE STUDENTS DRINK ON AVERAGE
LESS THAN ONE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE PER DAY/

)

ONE OUT OF EVERY FOUR AMERICANS
HAS APPEARED ON TV.

c

3.9% OF WOMEN DON T WEAR ANY UNDERWEAR.
6.4% OF MEN GO COMMANDO.

•SOURCE] CORE INSTITUTE 1999

GUESS WHAT? EVERY ONE OF THESE IS TRUE. MOST IMPORTANTLY,
COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE MAKING RESPONSIBLE CHOICES ABOUT DRINKING.
THANKS FOR MAKING INTELLIGENT CHOICES THE NORM.

ANHEUSER

BOSCH
Companies

THE 200+ PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF STATE UNIVERSITIES AND
LAND-GRANT COLLEGES (NASULGC)
www.nasulgc.org
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Learn to read music at Dolphin Don's Music School
By Matt Stokes

News Writer
If you're anything close
to typical, understanding
music theory and identify
ing musical notes is not
one of your strong points.
This was especially the
case when you were a
child. Have you ever
made an attempt to play a

musical instrument, just to The computer program
find yourself failing mis was designed by UAH
erably? Now, with the Assistant Professor of
help of Dolphin Don's Music Dr. Don Bowyer.
Music School, children Bowyer, an experienced
can easily leam the con teacher of music theory,
cepts of music.
realized that many of his
Dolphin Don's Music students were struggling
School is a fun-filled com with the identification of
puter program that allows notes and with other com
children above the age of ponents of music theory.
six to leam music theory.
With the game-like pro

able on CD-ROM or
floppy disks and will al
low the player to choose
which instrument he or
she desires to play, while
Dolphin Don chooses the
proper course of instruc
tion.
According to The Piano

gram, children can leam
music theory while play
ing one of the 10 games,
including Read Rhythms,
Hear Rhythms, Read
Notes, and Hear Notes.
The program's character
Dolphin Don guides the
child through the process
of learning music by tak
ing on the role of tutor.
The program is avail

place to go for fun, educa

comically stated, "There
are people who don't
smoke but have bad
breath. If they annoy oth
ers, they can join us."
While there may not be
any real solutions to this
minor campus dilemma,
there is one obvious con

clusion for everyone af
fected. Understanding
and compromise are
needed in order to make
everyone feel comfortable
when entering Morton
Hall. It has been sug
gested that perhaps the
smokers could leave the

doorways clear so that the
non-smokers could gain
entry. Perhaps a smoking
area could be created so
that those who smoke
could assemble comfort
ably without offending
anyone.

there's refuge for you too.
"I sent email to her" is per
fectly valid (and shorter)
and much nicer than "I
sent her an email".
I once attended a ban
quet where Dr. John
Ziebarth (a former UAH
Computer Science profes
sor) talked about the im
portance of effective com
munication. Being a
cocky young computer

geek, I blew off his advice
but am now beginning to
appreciate it. I've seen the
extent to which an inabil
ity to communicate effec
tively (or even interest
ingly) can limit someone's
career, even in technical
fields.
Bottom line: to do
good, talk good and write
good.

Education Page, "Dolphin
Don s Music School is the

tional music games for
beginner through inter
mediate students."
For more information re
garding Dolphin Don, you
can contact Dr. Bowyer at
Dolphin Don's Music
School, 610 Erskine Street,
Huntsville, AL 35805. To
sample the program on
the
Internet,
visit
www.dolphindon.com.

Smoke, continued from page 2
you can take the smoke,
there is something else to
be gained from hanging
out in front of Morton
Hall. Shaggy says that
there is a spirit of "cama
raderie" among the
people who stand outside.
A student who identi-

fied herself as Krissy said
that the front of Morton
Hall needs more ashtrays.
She also stated, "If we had
a smoking court, it would
not make things uncom
fortable for others." She
and her friends suggested
that if benches and ash

trays were provided away
from the doorways they
would happily assemble
there. Shaggy added that
nobody stands outside of
Tech Hall, so he joins his
friends at Morton. Elisa,
another member of the
unnamed social group,

Bacon, continued from page 2

Southerland
Station
407 St. Clair Ave., S.W.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Formerly Southerland Blueprint!
Model Train Supply

speak in casual situations,
but I sure ain't gonna use
no bad grammar in a job
interview (or in a publica
tion like The Exponent). It's
especially irritating to see
and hear journalists, who
ought to have a better
command of English, use
such constructions.
"Fine," you may think,
"but how do I describe in
dividual
electronic

epistles? The answer is
obvious after breaking out
the powerful tool of anal
ogy. Think of all the items
that can arrive in postal
mail: packages, parcels,
letters, messages, notes,
memos, and so on (and,
conveniently, all count
nouns). If you simply
must be trendy and pep
per your speech with as
many e-words as possible,

USED BOOK HEADQUARTERS

SELL YOUR BOOKS AND
GET ANDEC
EXTRA
10%
at
10
P.M.
11-13, -<><><> -10 P.M. - MIDNIGHT
UAH APPAREL DISCOUNTED i5%

GET USED BOOKS BY
RESERVING THEM EARLY!!
STOP BY AND FILL OUT A FORM OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.OCCBS.COM

^JlU^TS^ng;^EJJ^2£Heji_d^rsojiJtoad (256) 837-9529 FAY
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UAH wins conference opener
By Ronak Patel
Sports Writer
When a basketball
team plays shorthanded
and also opens the confer
ence season on the road, a
victory for the road team
is normally hard to come
by. UAH, playing without
post-player
Saevar
Sigurmundsson, defeated
Montevallo 65-59 on the
road in the GSC opener for
both teams. The win over
brought
Montevallo
UAH, which was pro
jected to finish fourth in
the GSC Eastern Division,
to a overall record of 4-1
and 1-0 in the conference.
Guard Chris Scobey
connected on four threepointers in the first half to
stake the Chargers to a 3219 lead at halftime.
The second half saw
Montevallo make an 18-6
run in the first eight min
utes to cut the Charger
lead to one. UAH then
went on a run of six
straight points to push the
lead back to seven at 44iaevar Sigurmundsson's absence from the hardwood 37. Montevallo would not
las not prevented the Chargers from jumping out to go down without a fight,
however, as Kenneth
14-1 record. (Photo by Danny Parker)

Cooper's lay-up with less
than six minutes left cut
the lead to 49-48.
UAH showed tremen
dous resolve as senior Joe
Smith and Kyle Copeland
connected on back-toback three's to thwart
Montevallo's comeback
attempt. Senior Harold
Horton's emphatic slamwith just under a minute
left—gave UAH a 63-52
lead. UAH would hold off
Montevallo from there
and win the game 65-59.
Smith contributed 12
points to the victory. Jun
ior Fred McGinnis added
nine points, four re
bounds, and two assists.
The bench also chipped in
as well with 29 points.
Scobey led the team with
14 off the bench;Copeland
added nine; and Anthony
Polk collected six points.
Coach Lennie Acuff
said, "This was a big, big
win for us. To win theGSC
opener is important and
gets us off on the right
foot. We were fortunate to
win
without

See Wins,
page 13

Tempers flare in weekend series
early 2-0 lead barely two
minutes into the game.
Sports Writer
The Chargers would
Starting the season, strike back on a shortmany people felt that handed goal by Jessi Otis
Niagara would have a dif at 14:35 in the first period.
ficult time this with such UAH would eventually
a heavy turn over from tie the game at two on
last year's club. Niagara Ryan McCormack's fifth
did nothing to discourage goal of the year 45 seconds
these rumors, getting off into the second period.
to a slow start with little Niagara would regain
hope for improvement. their lead with two goals
Conversely, the Chargers in the final period, and
were off to one of their Eagle goalie Rob Bonk
best starts ever, with an would preserve that lead
impressive 8-2 record go to get the win in front of a
ing into this weekend's crowd of 1,160.
The second game of the
series in New York.
While the Chargers series would be more one
would still be very much sided for the Eagles. Bonk
alive no matter what the turned in his second shut
outcome of the series, the out of the Chargers this
Purple Eagles were begin season with 37 saves. The
ning to face a dire situa Chargers did not go qui
tion. The Chargers and etly, however, as they
Eagles looked very evenly Charger Hockey looks to
from
their
matched in their last se rebound
ries, splitting the two dissappointing showing in
New York over the weekend.
game set 5-3,3-0 at the Von Karlis Zirnis (left) will miss
Braun Center.
Friday's game in Minnesota for

By Keith Conrad

Friday night, the Eagles
struck first, grabbing an

Page5

violating rules of conduct on
the ice. (Photos by Danny

outshot the Eagles 37-14 in
the game. Charger goalie
Adam McLean made only
his second start of the year,
had 12 saves, and fell to 11 on the season.
The Chargers were vis
ibly frustrated late in the
game when Ron Baker
and Karlis Zirnis commit
ted major penalties. Baker
was charged with a twominute penalty for rough
ing and later a 10-minute
game misconduct for

charging the Niagara
goalie with less then a

See Series,
page 7

Charger
Sportsline
A QUICK UPDATE FROM UAH ATHLETICS

Ice Hockey
Record: 8-4, 3-3 in CHA
Niagara 4, UAH 2
Niagara 2, UAH 0

Men's Basketball
Record: 4-1,1-0 in GSC
UAH 62, Kennesaw State 54
UAH 65, Montevallo 59

Women's Basketball
Record: 2-4,1-0 in GSC
UAH 73, Montevallo 69

Intramurals
Indoor Soccer
En Fuego 2, Pimp C Playas 1
Sigma Nu 6, Delta Chi 1
Koumikovas 4, En Fuego 1
Cactus 4, Sigma Nu 3
Koumikovas 4, Cactus 0

Congratulations to the Koumikovas on winning
the 2000 Indoor Soccer Championship. The
Koumikovas (6-1) avenged their only loss of the
season by defeating last year's champions, En
Fuego. In the championship game, the
Koumikovas shutout the Division ITs regular
season champion.Cactus for the title.
Thanks to all participants, directors, statisticians,
coaches, and referees for making the 2000 Intra
mural season a success. Good luck to everyone in
20011

Page 6
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LaFiore picks up more honors
By Antoine Bell
Sports Information
Junior middle blocker
Ellen LaFiore continues to
rack up the hardware.
Over the past couple of
weeks, she has added two
more honors to the collec

tion. She has been chosen
to the Verizon All-Aca
demic team and the AVCA
All-South Central Region
team.
She earned the All-Aca
demic (3rd team) honor
with her work in the class
room. LaFiore, who is an

Electrical Engineering
major, has a 3.71 grade
point average.
On the court, LaFiore
had another outstanding
season, leading the Lady
Chargers to 22-14 record,
and very nearly another
trip to the NCAA playoffs.

She finished the season
with 685 kills (5.23 K/A),
57 service aces, 339 digs,
and 132 blocks. She led the
team in three of the four
catagories. She also led the
team in attack percentage
(.410).

&
Banners wanted Oklahoma and Florida State
By Danny
Parker

Sports Editor

The walls in Spragins Hall are starting to look
a little bare. The maintenance crew has not had
the opportunity to hang any new banners. By no
means am I trying to degrade the successes of the
fall sports teams. What this does mean, however,
is that UAH fans have been spoiled by past cham
pionships. The loyal faithful that bleed Charger
pride are ready to see a Conference Hockey
America or Gulf South ConferenceChampionship.
The Men's Soccer, Women's Soccer, Volleyball,
and Cross-Country teams all had very successful
seasons. Each team qualified for their respective
Gulf South Conference Tournaments and showed
very well in each of them.
Players such as Robert Smith, Cory Vilders,
Ellen LaFiore, Andrew Hodges, and Leslie Davis
all are deserving of being singled out for their in
dividual accomplishments in helping lead all of
these teams to spectacular fall seasons.
With the changing of the seasons comes the
changing of expectations from these fall sports to
basketball and hockey. The Men's Basketball team
carries the best hopes of capturing a Gulf South
Conference title after their great showing in their
1999-2000 campaign. Although, the Women's Bas
ketball team is undefeated in conference play thus
far just as the men are.
The Hockey team is the lone UAH Athletics
representative at the Division I level. Even though
they are coming off of three tough losses to
Niagara, they still cling to a prosperous record thus
far through the young season at 8-4.
Numerous players representing the Charger
heritage of great athletes are already turning
heads. Fred McGinnis and "Smokin"' Joe Smith
are lighting up the nets on the hardwood. Santa
Clause came early for head coach Connie Guinn
as Dear Ole Saint Nick brought Kim Young in from
Division I-A Southern Mississippi. Young is on
pace to have one of the greatest seasons ever for
Lady Chargers' Basketball. Several of the hockey
players have already turned in great efforts. Karlis
Zimis, Darren Curry, and Mark Byrne have all
helped to bring the Chargers to their first-ever
ranking in the top 20 nationally at the Division IA level. Dwayne Blais has done nothing to disap
point those who voted him as the favorite to win
the CHA Player of the Year award.
Come on out and support these great squads
of talent before they are gone. While you are at it,
go ahead and get ready to head out to the dia
mond and courts as baseball, softball, and tennis
will be ready to compete just as the frost dries off
of the playing fields. Who knows, you may even
get a glimpse at a Playboy veteran running
backhands winners down the line to lead the ten
nis team to a GSC title.
These certainly are great times to be a UAH fan
as every year each team gains more respect and
claims more victories than in previous seasons. I
long for the day when all Charger sports are com
peting at the Division I-A level and the nation will
finally get a taste of what North Alabamians have
had for the quite sometime.
My Momma always told me that the shorter
the list, the great the chance of my getting what I
ask for X-Mas. So, for now, I am just going to keep
my wish list short and ask Santa for a banner or
two to hang in the rafters of Spragins Hall.

to square off in Orange Bowl
By Bill Campbell

sioners three years ago to
pit the No. 1 and No. 2
Knight-Ridder
teams in the nation in a
IHbune
championship game, pro
DALLAS _ Athletic ad duced an Orange Bowl
ministrators and football pairing of No. 1 Okla
coaches from coast to homa vs. No. 3 Florida
coast tried Sunday to put State.
a happy face on the con
So what happened to
troversial announcement No. 2?
that everyone feared:
Miami's Hurricanes,
The Bowl Champion ranked second in both
ship Series plan devised major polls but third by
by conference commis the BCS _ behind the

Experience
the Life-Changing
Presence o f ^ Q | j
Sunday:
8:30am, 10:30am, 6:00pm
Wednesday: 7:00pm

Valley
A
Fellowship
3616 Holmes Avenue

(East of Jordan Ln) • (256)533-5117
Pastor Greg Simon • Pastor Carol Simon

www.valleyfellowship.com

Jesus is Lard!

Florida State team they
beat in October _ will play
in the Sugar Bowl against
No. 7 Florida on Jan. 2.
The Fiesta Bowl was
greatly pressured to select
No. 5 Oregon State to play
lOth-ranked Notre Dame
over No. 2 Miami because
of the Pac-10's need for a
geographical tie for its atlarge candidates. Oregon
State is the first Pac-10 atlarge entry into the BCS or
its predecessor, the Bowl
Alliance.
The fourth BCS game,
the Rose Bowl, pits Pac-10
champion Washington
against Big Ten winner
Purdue on Jan. 1.
Miami coach Butch
Davis was polite about
being left out of the Or
ange Bowl, which will be
played, ironically, at
Miami's Pro Player Sta
dium. But he still believes
his team should be in it.
"We had some in
stances where we could
have run the score up,"
Davis said. "But we
played it the way we felt
we had to."
Davis said the percep
tion that teams must run
up big scores to improve
their BCS standing is bad
for the game. Atlantic
Coast Conference com
missioner John Swofford,
this year's director and
appointed defender of the
BCS, agreed.

Want A
O F F I C E R

T R A I N I N G

S C H O O L

Enroll in the Air Force Officer Traning School In lust 12
weeks, as a commissioned officer, you'll enjoy great oav
complete medical and dental care, 30 days of vaLtion lach
year, plus the opportunity to travel and see the world
To discover how high a career in
the Air Force can take you call
^
'1-800-423-USAF, or visit'ou^
WGbs,te
at www-airforce.com
u.s. ai^force

"I don't think scoring
margin is as big a factor as
most people believe, but if
it plays a role, it's some
thing we need to look at,"
Swofford said.
The role of several com
puter formulas has been
called into question be
cause it produces conclu
sions that are at times con
tradicted on the field.
Florida State is ranked
No. 1, ahead of not only
Miami but even 12-0 Okla
homa. Miami is No. 3,
ahead of No. 4 Washing
ton, the team that gave the
Hurricanes their only loss.
Florida State coach
Bobby Bowden said that
the computers, which
ranked his team No. 1 _
above Oklahoma, which is
ranked No. 1 in both ma
jor polls _ are unpreju
diced and fair.
"They take into consid
eration the whole season,
not just one game," he
said, adding that,"we had
nothing to do with the
computers, so I'm not go
ing to turn (the Orange
Bowl) down."
On the other side of the
continent, Pac-10 commis
sioner Tom Hansen was
pacified by Oregon State s
invitation to the Fiesta
Bowl. He had previously
said that if Oregon State
was left out, his confer
ence might secede from
the BCS because he be
lieves its teams have re
peatedly been overlooked.
"The BCS worked the
way it was supposed to,
he said Sunday, adding
that "the BCS is an inge
nious way to produce a
game between the No. 1
and No. 2 teams."
Sometimes that's true.
This year, though, it is
an ingenious way to pro
duce a game between the
No. 1 and No. 3 teams.
© Knight-Ridder Tri
bune, 2000

exponent
uah.edu

December 7, 2000

®l|p ^Exponent

Page 7

Young's a role model on and off the court
By Renea
Harrison

her sister were very close.
UAH is near her home
town, and Kim really
Sports Writer
wants to be there for her
Kim Young may be the family." Young says, "I
new girl in town, but she have a 12 year-old sister,
certainly is making a big and 1 want to have a good
impact on the Lady relationship with her and
Charger Basketball team. be close to her."
Young, a junior who trans
Guinn says that she
ferred to UAH from Divi "was very pleased to get
sion I Southern Missis a player like Kim." She
sippi, is averaging 21.3 goes on to say that "She
points per game. She is loves to shoot, is very of
also averaging 3.5 steals fense-minded, and is ex
per game and is third on citing to watch."
the team in rebounding.
Young is making her
Young transferred to mark on the 2000-2001
UAH so that she could be Lady Charger Basketball
closer to home. A drunk team. She has already had
driver killed her older sis the honor of being named
ter, who was on the na the Gulf South Conference
tional championship bas East Division Player of the
ketball team at Purdue Week. In this same week,
University, less than a year Young scored 32 points
ago. According to Coach against
Birmingham
Connie Guinn, "Kim and Southern. The last time a

Series, continued from page 5
minute left in the third
period.
Zirnis was charged
with double majors at
19:44 in the third period.
Zirnis received a 10minute misconduct and a
10-minute game miscon
duct.

Both players will miss
Friday night's game.
The Chargers now find
themselves with an 8-4
record, having lost three of
their last four. UAH's next
opponent will be Minne
sota State-Mankato on Fri
day night in Minnesota.

Lady Charger scored
more than 30 points was
in 1996.
When asked about her
feelings toward UAH and
her team, Young answered
on a very positive note.
"The girls on the team
have really made me feel
welcome," Young said. In
regards to the program,
Young said, "It is a lot dif
ferent from Southern Mis
sissippi. Here, condition
ing and practices are really
hard. I have to work much
harder here than I did
there."
The Lady Chargers
broke a three-game losing
stint with a win at
Montevallo last Saturday.
Young attributes the win
to "better intensity, better
focus, and the fact that
everyone showed up
ready to play and win."

She had a team-high 27
points in the win.
Guinn agrees that
Young adds offensive
strength to the Lady
Chargers.
"We have
talked about working as
hard on defense as of
fense. She is very good at
anticipating on defense,
but she still needs to work
to improve her defensive
game to compliment her
offensive game."
The Lady Chargers are
working to have a good
year. They are looking to
Young to help them do just
that. Please come out and
support your Lady Charg
ers at their next home
game, which will take
place December 18 at 5:30
p.m. Their opponent will
be Gulf South Conference
rival, University of West
Florida.

This will be our last paper for
the Fall semester. The next issue
of the Exponent will be pub
lished January 11,2001. We hope
everyone has a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Years'!

flfiUTeP''

Junior Kim Young has overcome personal adversity
to contribute to the Lady Chargers. Yound is averaging
213 points per game thus far. (Photo by Danny Parker)

Cort Shuttle
6610 Old Madison Pike, Suite I04A 721.0577
www.cortshuttle com

"Let us buy the gas. "
Round-trip shuttle service from Huntsville
to the Birmingham and Nashville Airports!

3aa
$34.99 for 1500 Minutes
L I M I T E l) - T 1 M E iS T U D E N T (J1 F

250 Anytime Minutes
1250 Night & Weekend Minutes*

1500 Total Minutes
•w»w>r» Mr « v+ym SMI PCS IMW. H

You can call anywhere in the country from anywhere on our network. And there are plenty of other great plans
to choose from, so you're sure to get exactly what you want. This special offer is available to new customers
only. Sprint PCS built the only all-digital. all-PCS nationwide network from the ground up, serving more than 300
major metropolitan areas. Hear the difference today.

Sprint

Sprint PCS

The clear alternative to cellular."

To find out more, visit www.usunwired.com, or stop by one of the locations below:
1853 Eastern Blvd.
Montgomery, AL 36117

4027 Airport Blvd., Suite B
Mobile, AL 36608

700 Airport Rd., Suite G
Huntsville, AL 35802

(334) 2604)727

(334) 340-8089

(256)882-1454

Madison Square Mall
5901 University Drive
Huntsville. AL 35806

The Marketplace
22 McFartand Blvd.
Northport, AL 35476

(256)726-9870

(205)342-1140

ASr*KSI

US Unwired

Limited-time promotional offers may not be comtmed with other pronwiona! offers. erjapmen: rebates or [Xjtihase credits. $34 99/1500 mmutes offer avaiabie under promtfional Sprint PCS Free & Clear Plan with purchase and aedwhon of a new Sprint PCS Phone*1 between 1/6/00 *«112/31/00 Under tfe nmnutlnwi rfhr xn
standard with $34 99 Free & Dear Plan, long Cteance s avaiabie on $34 99 plan as scirscriber's Free & Clear 0[Xxxi. and an additional U50 Nrght & Weetend Mmutes can be cfiosen at no addbonai charge with a one-year Spnnt PCS Advantage Agreement* If Long Distance s se ected
terms and restrictions erf the Sprint PCS Free & Qea- Plan is available in the Sprirt PCS Clear and Simple Facts Glide A $150 early terminatjon fee applies to the Sprint PCS Manage Agreement A nonrefcndable $29 99 phone activation lee apples AHpfareat^ •ocredit aoorwa' fWa
Sprint PCS free & Clear Options. Roaming calls are charged at »69per mmute or $039 per mmute. depending on spedfic local-marta offe* Domestic bng^stanca calls made wNe n»mng off the Sprint PCS Networx are charged at an additional $025 per minute Addr^alS
Monday-Thursday 8pm-7am and Friday 8pm-Monday 7am. ©2000 Sprrt Spectrin LP All nghts reserved. Sprirt. Spnnt PCS. Sprint PCS Wireless Web. Spnnt PCS ftone and the dBmond logo are traoemarb erf Spnnt Communications Company LP Local Sprint PCS is managed by US Unwiredunder an
agreanenwlh SprtTO
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Entertainment

The Five

Spot

By Paul
Lindgren
Entertainment
Editor

(in collaboration with J. Caleb
Clanton, Opinion Writer)

A Winter's
reflection

Winter has swept across the land. Mother Na
ture tucks her children to rest beneath a blanket of
grey sky.
The slippers are called from their retirement on
the shoe rack to stand ready at the foot of your
bed, where—in the deceiving mornings—you
awake to sunshine, only to take that first step out
side into a stark wall of cold. Yes, it is winter
again—a time of sullen faces scraping frost from
their windshields, and cold hands nestling among
themselves as if to spark heat in their lovemaking.
The grasses have turned to the color of old burlap
sacks, and the trees stand naked, no longer quilted
in their autumn fleece. Their fallen leaves crack
beneath your boots in the colors of dinner table
cranberries and pumpkin roll.
The day is not long. The sun takes a shorter
path now behind whisps of cloud, casting long
shadows upon the ground. In the evenings, the
stars are crisp and the air would bite with a play
ful chill. Each rising curl of chimney smoke fells
another story - of the gently steaming bowl of
chicken stew waiting on the table. The pair of fro
zen boots sitting on the porch beside an empty
rocking chair. The single lighted window glazed
in frost. A father reading on, knowing his child is
asleep. Winter, in all its quiescent maternity so still,
so consoling. Its like the tender hush of a mother.
And it is so that I sit alone beside the fire and
enjoy its warmth. Somehow my feet have drifted
toward its glowing embers, like the head of a plant
toward the sun's light. Perhaps they are too close.
But for now, they are warm and they are fine. The
wine, too, is nice. I drink it from the bottle - a
merlot. Somehow its taste with its calm and warm
ending illuminates the moment in relevance to the
season. The book is good, but I won't finish it to
night. For my bed soon beckons, and I must an
swer her call. And so, I lift my hand to you.
Ail things have come to rest in this'season of
wintry hour. Your breath speaks in silence - seen
but not heard. Frozen still, yet gently rising, like
an exhaled puff from a Lucky Strike. All is indeed
quiet, as if nature is somehow reflecting on its past
year s work. Yes, the time has come to rest. Mother
Nature observes the Sabbath. The work week is
completed, and so she sleeps. Deep blues and
greens are the colors she dreams, once more to
grasp her brush to paint the land in the pallette of
Spring.
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Opening acts outshine Creed
By Brooks
Rexroat

crowd to stand.
Finger Eleven, who re
cently released their new
Entertainment
est album The Greyest of
Writer
Blue Skies, opened the
show with a powerful and
D o w n t o w n energetic sound. Their
Huntsville's Von Braun music was as passionate
Center played host to one as it was loud, as lead
of America's hottest re singer Scott Anderson
cording artists on Sunday, seemed to be fighting
November 26 as the par tears through most of their
tially-filled arena came blistering set.
alive for a night of loud,
The music was accom
diverse rock.
panied by an outstanding
Feature band Creed, stage presence, with out
despite their reputation as standing interaction be
a hard-working stage act, tween band members and
seemed to be having an off such theatrics as guitarist
night, as they were up Rick Jackett hula-hooping
staged by their supporting his guitar around his neck,
bands, which saturated mid song, with the cord
the stage with energy and still plugged in. The feat
the first five rows with was made all the more
sweat.
impressive to me when—
The assorted crowd as I tried this on my
Lead singer Scott Stapp performs at a previous show
ranged from teary-eyed own—I realized how
with his band Creed. On November 26 the VBC Creed
barely-teenage girls to painful this could be when
and guestsSevendust and Finger Eleven. (Photo from
sixty-something grand done improperly.
new.yahoo.com)
parents with hands held
Next
up
was
firmly over their ears. The Sevendust. The band is of Sevendust, then re peared. They played a
floor was alive with move simple to describe, and treated into vacant arena solid show sonically, fea
turing such hits as "What
ment throughout the amazing to see live. They seats for Creed's set.
After an elongated If," "My Own Prison,"
night, abounding with the played loud, hard, and
stupifying mix of alcohol mean, and the wild floor stage prep and the night's and the nation's current
and hard rock. The arena crowd broke into a frenzy loudest applause when number one hit, "With
seats, however, were that lasted the length of four overly-intoxicated Arms Wide Open".
While the music was a
much less respondent, es their set. Several indi and underdressed indi
pecially for the supporting viduals waited in the long viduals were escorted sound performance, their
bands, Finger Eleven and lines for the general ad from the upper deck after stage presence left much
Sevendust, who repeat mission floor seats purely a drunken topple down
See Creed,
edly pleaded with the to see the scorching rock the stairs, the lights
w
a"u Creed appage 14
dimmed and

The classic ballet The Nutcracker
coming to Huntsville on Dec. 8-10
By Ina Waller
Entertainment
Writer
The holidays would
not be as sweetly complete
without the Huntsville
Ballet's traditional rendi
tion of Tchaikovsky's The
Nutcracker. This season the
Community Ballet Asso
ciation and the Huntsville
Ballet Company have
added Russian Karill
Zaretskiy as a special
guest artist to their perfor
mance.
Zaretskiy comes from
the Moscow Classical Bal
let Company under the
direction of Natalia
Kasatkina and Vladimir
Vasiliov. Fresh off his US
tour
with
Shamill
Yagudin's Stars of the

Moscow Ballet, Zaretskiy
will dance the role of the
Sugar Plum Cavalier for
all public showings of The
Nutcracker on December 8-

10.

Zaretskiy will be danc
ing with Huntsville Ballet
Sugar Plum Fairies Samar
King/ Julie Brant, and
Kristene Renteria. A com
plete cast, date and time
list is available on the web
at
www.community
ballet.org.
For the third time, the
talented Huntsville Sym
phony Orchestra, under
the conduction of Maestro
Taa\ o Virkhaus, will bring
Tchaikovshy's unforget
table Christmas melodies
to life.
In addition, the Heritage Children's Chorale of

the South will provide the
blissful voices for the
snow scene while stu
dents from the Commu
nity Ballet School will fill
out the cast.
For 31 years, the Hunts
ville Ballet has been bring
ing the magical excite
ment of The Nutcracker to
the stage. Every year the
performances evolve into
professional productions
with brilliant scenery and
beautiful costumes.
Betty Brasher, Commu
nity Ballet wardrobe de
signer, not only added
new costumes to the
Christmas musical but
also restored many of the
old favorite ones. Other
enchantments include
thrilling choreography
and several additional

^

scenes.
Tickets for the 32nd pro
duction of The Nutcracker
are available at the VBC
a"
Box
Office,
TicketMaster outlets, and
Publix. You can also call
1.800.277.1700 or go
online at w w w .ticket
master.com.
Ticket prices are $14 for
Orchestra level, $12 f°r
Loge, $8 Upper Balcony
with $2 discounts for stu
dents and seniors. The
ballet begins at 7:30 pm on
December 8 -9 and the cur
tain rises at 2:00 pm for the
matinee performances on
Saturday and Sunday.
A Nutcracker Boutique
will also be open for busi
ness just in time for Holi
day gift shopping-
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Pearl Jam's passion alive on Euro bootlegs
By Jennifer
Roberts
Managing Editor
For those who are
younger than myself and
were not yet teenagers
when Seattle-based Pearl
Jam exploded onto the
early '90s "grunge" music
scene, you now have an
other chance for a proper
introduction.
This past September,
Pearl Jam released 25 twodisc bootlegs from their
most recent European
tour. Performing tracks
from every album they
have created to date, these
25 bootlegs hold proof
that Pearl Jam is far from
being a has-been band.
One of the most in
triguing details about
these performances is that
they are characterized
with the same high energy
for which Pearl Jam be
came famous ten years
ago. The band has often

been criticized for the
change in their music from
one that has been classi
fied as hard rock-alterna
tive to a style that gets
closer to folk with each al
bum. Although this is true
of some tracks on their re
cently released LP entitled
Binaural, the thirty-some
thing band members still
deliver both old and new
songs with the same inten
sity, precision, and hon
esty as they did in their
twenties.
I had anticipated the
arrival of the bootlegs par
ticularly after having seen
Pearl Jam this past August
in Nashville. My observa
tion at the concert was true
of what is evident in ev
ery track of the bootlegs:
Although lead singer
Eddie Vedder may be
somewhat older, and he
may have given up his sig
nature locks as well as his
crowd
surfing—that
which he was famous for
in the days in which vid

eos like "Jeremy" and
"Alive" were receiving
heavy rotation on MTV—
he still knows how to de
liver a pure emotional,
mental, and physical rush
that leaves audiences hun
gry for more. In every
song, Vedder displays the
rare talent of giving the lis
tener a feeling that he or
she is living vicariously
through him with his
haunting lyrics delivered
with genuine rage and
raw sexuality.
One of the highlights of
the CDs are the variations
of "Yellow Ledbetter," re
leased on the single "Jer
emy." Any Pearl Jam fan
who has listened to other
bootlegs as well as the
original of "Yellow
Ledbetter" knows that this
is a song without definite
lyrics. Fortunately, this
song was the final song in
the finale of the majority
of the their European
shows. Therefore, there
are now many more ver

sions of this track avail
able, all bearing little simi
larity to the others. Also,
the length of the perfor
mances of this song varies
greatly, some being sig
nificantly longer than oth
ers. The haunting beauty
of Vedder's ever-changing
lyrics and Stone Gossard's
guitar playing has made
this a crowd-pleaser well
worth closing a show
with. Perhaps the most
stunning performances of
"Yellow Ledbetter" can be
found on the Verona and
Nurnburg bootlegs.
Although
"Yellow
Ledbetter" is known for
having different lyrics, it is
not the only one that
Vedder changes during
the course of the tour. On
tracks like "Alive,"
Vedder often stops singing
to talk to the audience—
often making wildly spon
taneous remarks—while
the other musicians con
tinue to play. While this
lyrical change has been

somewhat true of "Black,"
it retains its decade-old
beauty with little variation
with the exception of the
Lisbon bootleg, on which
Vedder closes the song by
chillingly singing "We be
long together," as he has
done in some previous
live shows. The frequent
performance of these
songs—among other ear
lier songs—proves that
Pearl Jam did not tour
only to promote their new
album but to also please
their audiences with early
favorites. This is also evi
dent in Vedder's on-stage
persona as he delivers
monologues to the crowd
between songs, all of
which are followed by the
sounds of ecstatic fans.
Furthermore, at the clos
ing of every show, Vedder
is sure to show his grati
tude to his audiences by
thanking them again and
again. He often makes re
marks such as "You're
beautiful" and "I'd like to

f*** every one of you,"
leaving crowds with the
feeling that they had just
experienced two hours of
almost symbiotic intimacy
with the band and one an
other.
In early 2001, the boot
legs from the North
American leg of the tour
will become available.
The European bootlegs re
cently became unavailable
at the band's tenclub fan
site. The band had re
cently sold them online for
$10.98 each. They are now
available only in record
stores. Unfortunately,
they are more expensive,
ranging from $12 to $18 in
price. However, the op
portunity to audibly wit
ness Vedder's diehard
charisma, passion, and
graciousness as well as the
chance to collect 25 unique
compilations of old and
new Pearl Jam tunes make
the purchase of these boot
legs worth every penny.

The show's been cancelled, but the actor must go on
By Cassondra
Marshall
Entertainment
Writer

City of Angels cast
member Hill Harper is
one of today's rising
young African-American
actors. You've probably
seen him in one of several
films. Harper, who has
been acting since age
seven, has film credits that
include Spike Lee's GetOn
the Bus and He Got Game,

Beloved, In Too Deep, The
Skulls, and a number of

iams, a resident at Angels
of Mercy Hospital.
other films.
In a recent interview
In addition to movies, with The Exponent, Harper
Harper has made several confirmed the cancellation
guest appearances on of the show. Harper com
popular television shows mented, "Networks don't
like Married With Children, want to give shows an
NYPD Blue, The Fresh opportunity, particularly
Prince of Bel-Air, and sev if they're African-Ameri
eral other TV series. His can shows."
most recent television
Harper maintains that
credit is the CBS medical it takes time for a onedrama City of Angels, hour show to secure a
where Harper plays the loyal viewing audience,
role of Dr. Wesley Will and City of Angels has not

been given the opportu
nity to reach its full poten
tial.
Although, the show
has been cancelled,
Harper will go on with his
acting career. Harper says
that he is excited about his
new film The Visit,co-star
ring Billy Dee Williams,
Phylicia Rashad, and Rae
Dawn Chong. Harper
plays a dying inmate who
finds God through visiting
family members.
In addition to his acting

Shakur poetry tribute insightful
By Jennifer
Roberts
Managing Editor
Even in our history,
from ancient African civi
lization, poets went from
viHage to village, and
that's how stories and
messages and lessons
were taught. History rePeats itself...Being the
strong race that we are, we
picked up those positive
* ibes and started rapping,
it s a very good medium,
too."
These are the words of
the late poet and rapper
Tupac Amaru Shakur.
Earlier this month,
Amaru/Interscope
Records released The Rose

hat Grew From Concrete:
olume I, a tribute to the
ggehy,of Shakur that was

released in his posthu
mously published book of
the same title. The CD in
cludes a variety of inter
pretations of 25 of
Shakur's poems by actors,
musicians, and poets.
Being that my idea of
rap is more along the lines
of Run DMC, I didn't ex
pect to like this CD. How
ever, being that I, myself,
am a poet, I will admit that
the presentation of
Shakur's poetry was fas
cinatingly diverse as well
as introspective. Some of
the verses were delivered
with tribal music in the
background while others
were delivered as raps.
One refreshing thing
about his poetry is that
Shakur's verses have very
little emphasis on vio
lence. The core themes of
his works are family and

spirituality, a refreshing
focus in a time in which so
many rap artists seem ob
sessed with rehashing the
same stories of violence.
One unusual track fea
tures Shakur's poem
"Sometimes I Cry" as a
country song. Another
poem, "In the Event of My
Demise," gives listeners
an eerie foreshadowing of
the singer's death. Per
haps one of the most beau
tiful tracks on the CD is
the interpretation of
"Starry Night," Shakur's
tribute to Vincent Van
Gogh, narrated by Quincy
Jones. Other artists who
worked on this tribute al
bum include Danny
Glover, Jasmine Guy, and
Russell Simmons. Perhaps
the most fascinating qual
ity about the CD is that
many of the tracks are nar

rated by these artists in
such a way that Shakur's
work is reminiscent of that
of both the Beat poets and
poets of the Harlem Re
naissance.
I cannot say that this
album would necessarily
appeal to rap fans unless
they have a particular
fondness for poetry and
the insight of Shakur.
While this CD is not one
that will be on my list of
CDs that I listen to regu
larly, I was very impressed
with its honesty and the
work that went into it.
This CD is very creative in
that it breaks cultural bar
riers and stereotypes sur
rounding rap artists and,
as Shakur's clearly in
tended with his poetry, it
is filled with positive mes
sages desperately needed
by the youth of today.

talent, Harper holds two
graduate degrees from
Harvard. While pursuing
those degrees, he toured
with Boston's Black Folk's
Theatre Company. When
asked how he balanced his
acting
career
with
academia, Harper replied,
"If you have research
courses, it's difficult, but
in law school the research
is given to you." Though
very involved in develop
ing his acting career,
Harper remained focused
on academics.

Harper says that if he
had to choose an alterna
tive to acting, he would
choose politics. "Our po
litical system is very cor
rupt," he commented. He
believes that work in the
public sector is very im
portant and says that he
would consider running
for a public office.
For right now, how
ever, if you want to see
Harper, you can check him
out Thursday nights on
CBS's City of Angels. The
show airs at 8 p.m.

A.C.E. NEEDS
YOUR HELP!!!!
DESIGN YOUR OWN T-SHIRT

SEND IN YOUR ENTRIES TO THE
UNIVERSITY CENTER ROOM 106
HEY, IT'S YOUR HONEY...HIGHT
AS WELL HAVE A
T-SHIRT THAT YOU
DESIGNED...RIGHT!!!
CONTEST ENDS IN FEBRUARY!!!
HURRY GET YOUR ENTRIES
IN!!!!!
-QUESTIONS CALL
JOLEEN AT 824-2725-
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rhe ironv of commercialism

HECAL
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By Lauren Eiter
102 Dalmations (G) 1:10
4:10 7:20 9:50

Entertainment
Writer

Unbreakable (PG-13) 1:35
4:35 7:35 10:05

What is Christmas re
ally about? Is it about the
gifts or the decorations, or
is it about something
more, something like a
box office hit? In the
movie TheGrinch, director
Ron Howard takes the Dr.
Suess classic The Grinch
Who Stole Christmas and
portrays it on the silver
screen, but not without
some Hollywood style
and contemporary appeal.
It seems that the original
intentions of this piece of
literature are drowned out
by the overwhelming
spectacle and enormous
amount of money spent
on this film. Did the book
not denounce commer
cialism? It seems ironic
that the very book that
criticizes commercialism

Bounce (PG-13) 1:25 4:25
7:25 9:55 12:10
The 6,h Day (PG-13) 4:10
7:00 9:15 12:05
Men of Honor (R) 11:00
4:20 7:05 9:35 12:05
Little Nicky (PG-13) 11:15
1:30 4:30 7:30 10:00 12:15
Vertical Limit (PG-13) 4:05
7:00 9:45 12:05
Proof of Life (R) 1:00 4:00
6:50 9:50
Dungeons and Dragons
(PG-13) 11:10 1:25 4:25
7:10 9:40 12:00
Rugrats in Paris (G) 11:20
2:00 4:40 7:30
The Crinch (PG) 11:20
2:00 4:30 7:40 9:55
1:00 4:00 7:10 9:25 11:45
Charlie's Angels (PG-13)
11:10 1:40 4:40 7:40 10:00
Legend of Bagger Vance
(PG-13) 7:15 9:50

A TUX
AUDITORIUMS

P.emember the Titans (PG)
7:10 9:30 12:00
Meet the Parents (PG-13)
11:15 1:35 4:35 7:15 9:35
12:00

Taylor Momsen stare as Little Cindy Lou-Who with Jim Carrey starring as The
Grinch Dr. Seuss'How The Grinch StoleChristmas. (Photo from Universal Studios
and movies.yahoo.com)
opinion. Maybe he is not was, I felt its presentation minutes, but as far as con
as bad as all the Whos say of purpose contradicted veying a Christmas mes
he is. Maybe he can help itself. The message of de sage, it was lost on the
change the way Christmas nouncing commercialism way home as I drove by a
is celebrated in Who Ville. was kind of lost in all the huge billboard advertis
It must be said, above millions spent on the ex ing The Grinch. I guess that
all else, that Carrey does travagant set and make is the irony of commercial
an excellent job as the up jobs, not to mention the ism in that what is propa
Grinch. His make-up and money made off of T- gated in efforts of change
costuming merely add to shirts and other Grinch results in a reverberance
his charisma and electrify paraphernalia. I will be of an even greater amount
ing energy, and it was evi honest in saying that 1 en of commercialism in of it
dent that Carrey thor joyed this movie, and it self.
oughly enjoyed his part. kept me entertained for a
Entertaining as this movie good hour and forty-five

Have yourself a merry little film fest

Regal Cinemas

MADISON SQ. 12

Sq. Mall 830-6829
Unbreakable (PG-13)
1:05 4:05 7:05 9:30
1:35 4:35 7:35 10:00

is the tool that is being
used this year to further
capitalize on Christmas.
The movie plot mirrors
that of the book in that the
"Whos" are a benevolent
society living in their
quaint village of Who
Ville. The Grinch, how
ever, despises their glee
and attempts to quiet their
triumphant jubilation one
Christmas by stealing all
that is indicative of their
commercialized ideals.
Although the film is based
upon the Dr. Suess book,
it follows a different for
mat, incorporating a per
sonal aspect as it involves
the audience in a little
girl's attempt at changing
the corrupt ideals of
Christmas. Little Cindy
Lou
Who
(Taylor
Momsen) lives amongst
the hustle and bustle of
the Christmas season, but
she questions if this is
what Christmas is really
about. In a fateful encoun
ter with the dreaded
Grinch (Jim Carrey), her
childhood intuition leads
her to believe that perhaps
the Grinch shares her

Madison

Bounce (PG-13) 1:05
4:05 7:05 9:40
Men of Honor (R) 1:00
4:00 7:00 9:45
Little Nicky (PG-13)
1:30 4:30 7:30 9:45
Pay It Forward (PG-13)
1:10 4:10 7:10 9:45

Vertical Limit (PG13) 2:45 5:30 8:15
10:45
1:15 4:00 7:00 9:45
102 Dalmations (G)
1:15 3:30 5:45 8:00
12:30 2:45 5:00
7:15 9:30

Bedazzled (PG-13) 1:35
4:35 7:35 9:55

Ruerats in Paris (G)
1:15 3:15 5:15 7:15
9:15 2:15 4:15 6:15
8:15

The Legend of Bagger
Vance (PG-13) 1:00 4:00
6:50 9:40

Remember the
Titans (PG) 1:30
4:00 6:30 9:00

Charlie's Angels (PG13) 1:10 4:10 7:10 9:30
1:40 4:40 7:40 10:00
Meet the Parents (PG13) 1:20 4:20 7:20 9:50
BW2: Book of Shadows
(R) 1:20 4:20 7:20 9:55

The Sixth Day
Jay (PG13) 1:45 4:15 6:45
9:15
The Grinch
1:00 3:45 6:30 9:15
1:45 4:30 7:15 9:30

Win Tickets to the Movies!
Movie Trivia:
What musician turned actor did the star of the
upcoming Family Man help get his start in
showbusiness?
The first 6 people with the correct answer for the
Movie Trivia will win movie tickets. ONLY6 pairs
of tickets will be given away each week. No phone
calls or notes will be accepted. Tickets for any trivia
will be distributed on a first come, first serve basis
from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Fri. No one who has
won in the last month is eligible for any contest or
trivia. Please see Jennifer Sharp in IDjclixyDnrat of
fice only between the hours specified above.

By Angela
Frederick
Entertainment
Writer
People look forward to
the Christmas season for
many different reasons.
For some it is a religious
holiday, for others it is a
time to be with family and
friends. For Hollywood
studio executives, it is a
nail-biting, nerve-wrack
ing time, as they release a
slate of pictures on which
they have pinned all their
Oscar hopes. Here we will
look at some of the con
tenders. Check them out,
and you be the judge.
December 8: Proof of
Life (Warner Bros.) You
may recognize the title of
this movie from this past
summer when its stars,
Meg Ryan and Russell

Crowe, revealed that they
had an affair during the
filming. All of Hollywood
will be waiting to see if
this movie about a hostage
negotiator and the woman
whose husband he is try
ing to save will sink or sail
due to the stars' off-screen
negotiating.

Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon (Sony Pictures
Classics) The studio execs
have extremely high
hopes for this martial-arts
romance that has already
played for cheering audi
ences in Cannes and at the
Toronto Film Festival. It
stars Michelle Yeoh (To
morrow Never Dies) and
Chow Yun-Fat (The Re
placement Killers) and was
directed by Ang Lee (Sense

and Sensibility, The Ice
Storm). It is not due to
open nationwide until af
ter the New Year. Check

Hanks stars as a FedEx
employee who survives a
plane crash and finds him
self alone on deserted is
land. It will be interesting
to see if the success of the
show SurvivorWxW help or
hinder this film.
House of Mirth (Sony
Pictures Classics) The XFilesstar Gillian Anderson
appears as a turn-of-thecentury socialite in this
adaptation of Edith
Wharton's novel. Dan
Aykroyd and Eric Stoltz
also star. There is talk of
Anderson being nomi
nated for Best Actress,
which would confirm her
status as a film actress.
December 25: All the
Pretty Horses (Columbia)
Billy Bob Thornton di
rected this adaptation of
Cormac McCarthy's bestMatt
selling novel.
Damon stars as John
Grady Cole, a Texas teen
ager in search of life as a
What Women Want cowboy in Mexico.
(Paramount) Indeed, what Penelope Cruz and Henry
do women want? Mel Thomas also star.
Gibson attempts to figure
An Everlasting Piece
it all as he plays a chau (DreamWorks) From di
vinist who begins hearing rector Barry Levinson
women's thoughts. Helen (Wag the Dog, Rain Man),
Hunt and Marisa Tomei this comedy is the age-old
also star in this romantic story of a hair-piece sales
comedy.
man in 1980's Northern
December 22: Cast Ireland told all over again.
Away (20th Century Fox) Stars Billy Connolly (Mrs.
Best Actor winner Tom Brown) and Anna Friel.

out the impressive website
at
http://
www.crouchingtiger.com /
flash4.htm
December 15: Dude,
Where's My Car? (20th Century Fox) Ok, so it is
doubtful that this one will
gamer any Oscar nomina
tions, but it will probably
get some buzz for its very
secretive and most likely
very bizarre Fabio cameo.
That 70's Shou/s Ashton
Kutcher and Road Trip's
Seann William Scott star
as two pals who wake up
after a night of partying
and can't find their ve
hicle.
The Family Man (Uni
versal) Nicolas Cage stars
in this film about a hard
ened businessman who
wakes up one morning to
find he is in an alternate
life. Tea Leoni appears as
the college sweetheart he
left behind in pursuit of
his high-profile career.
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Editorial

Letter to the Editor
club") and Caleb for all of
Goodbye, UAH
Well, after three and a our stimulating philo
half years here at UAH, I sophical debates. 1 thank
am moving on. But, first, all of my co-workers for
I would like to say thank tolerating my incessant
you to the people of this talk about "Edward"
university who have mo (Eddie Vedder). Speaking
tivated me, inspired me, of "Edward," I would like
laughed with me, taught to thank all of those stu
me, and sometimes toler dents, like Christina
Vanzandt, who under
ated me.
1 would like to first stand—like myself—that
thank Dr. Frank Franz for Eddie is still a great poet
his hard work making and a beautiful man.
As for other students
UAH a wonderful, stu
dent-friendly university and staff, I would like to
that 1 will miss dearly. thank Jared Chafin for be
And I must give the same ing a great smoking
credit to Ms. Delois Smith, buddy; Eric Konieczny for
a human being who has being so cool as to appre
always been supportive ciate the music of Bon Jovi;
and encouraging of stu Steve Bruce for tolerating
dents. I would like to my angry ranting; Kathy
thank both of them for Wagner for taking hun
their compassion and gen dreds of messages from
me; the ladies in the caf
erosity.
As for my Exponent eteria for letting me fill my
friends, I would like to salad container, daily, with
thank Dauphne Rogers, more salad than any hu
my dear friend and Editor, man being should con
for all of her support and sume in a lifetime; Geof
faith in me. And I would Morris for keeping me on
like to thank Jennifer my toes by giving me con
Sharp for all of the times stant grief; and Norm Pe
she pointed out little ters for having a clue as to
squirrels or saved me from who should have run the
Danny Parker when he country.
As for the faculty, there
tried to put me in the gar
bage can. Even though are so many people who
you abuse me, Danny, I have been wonderful in
am still going to pay you fluences in my life. I thank
to be my professional Dr. David Neff for giving
Roger Rabbit when I am me a great appreciation
famous. I thank Lindgren for literature and for en
for all of the ethical de couraging my creativity. I
bates (and for the "fight thank Dr. Jack Ellis for his

sense of humor and for
intensifying my passion
for learning. Thank you to
Dr. David Stewart for all
of the beautiful things you
taught me about my own
abilities and for the new
appreciation I have for the
Renaissance. Thank you
to Dr. Richard Modlin and
Ms. Betty Cole in the Hon
ors Program for all of the
hard work you do to make
the program so exciting
for students. I would like
to thank Dr. Andy Cling
for his easygoing de
meanor, sense of humor,
and wisdom. And last,
but not least, I would like
to thank Dr. Clarke
Rountree, my advisor and
mentor in the Communi
cation Arts department,
for all of your support and
encouragement, both aca
demically and personally.
As for anyone else I am
leaving out, you know
who you are and how spe
cial you are to me.
As for those people
who have not exactly
brought sunshine into my
life...perhaps you even
helped to temporarily ruin
my life...I thank you any
way for teaching me. I
hope the squirrels get you.

They would not allow
Elvis to quit being Elvis.
A1 Gore must have felt
the same pressures in
these past days, surely
there must be an inward
voice telling him to quit,
quit for the nation, quit to
stop the flow of gastric
acids eating at him, quit
for his own future good.
But A1 Gore can no
more quit for his own
good than Elvis could for
his, for there are too many
others behind him who
depend on him for their
jobs and whose counsel is
to hang in there for all of
those reasons you have
heard the vice president
speak to on television, but

also to keep the Demo
crats in Brie and
chardonnay for another
season.
Like Elvis, and perhaps
A1 Gore, we are channeled
by larger forces than our
own will, and at some
point feel it is too late to
change direction.
In the case of Gore it is
hard to know whether he
has been driven more by
his own ambition, or his
father's.
Is his quest more about
besting those who van
quished his father, or is it
truly the product of an in
ward desire to help others
and to serve his country?
In all likelihood, it is

Sincerely,
Jennifer Elizabeth
- Roberts
Managing Editor,
The Exponent

Just like The King, A1 Gore is
not truly free to do it "My Way"
By Stan liner
Knight-Ridder
Newspapers
BILOXI, Miss. There
must have been a point in
Elvis Presley's life that he
realized the only way to
save himself was to get
°ut of the pressure of cir
cumstance that so bur
dened him.
In time, the peanut but
ter sandwiches, the am
phetamines, and the unre
lenting schedule of ap
pearances did kill him, for
Elvis had become prisoner
°f a massive menagerie of
friends and family depen
dent on the King for their
livelihood.
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Confessions
of an
overachiever
By Dauphne Rogers
Editor-in-Chief
Final exams are finally here and
winter break is just around the corner.
Not a second too soon for some of us,
myself included.
I guess we get breaks between se
mesters to keep us from dropping out
of college altogether or winding up in
a different institution—the kind where
those nice men wearing white coats
come and give you juice and cookies
once a day if you're really well-be
haved.
I don't know about the rest of you
out there, but this semester seemed
especially long and strenuous to me.
I've always heard students who com
plained about being totally stressed
out because of their classes. I never
really identified with that totally until
this semester.
Maybe I've just been in school too
long. Everyone says your last year is
the toughest. More papers to write.
Harder classes. Resumes and career
anxiety to contend with. We all know
the routine (or will in a couple of
years).
Some of this semester's stress came
from events not related to school at all.
You know, those inevitable difficulties
that arise sooner or later in everyone's
life—and never at a convenient time
(like there ever would be a convenient
time). Then there is the added pres
sure I usually put on myself to do more
than I reasonably can.
Most of the time I can pull it off
without losing too much of my sanity,
but lately I've been taking a closer look
at my life and what is truly important
in it. I've decided that having peace
of mind and spending time with my
family are more important than getting
straight A's.
The perfectionist student in me
some of both, and more
too.
In these weeks since
election day, both of the
candidates have been the
point men in of a political
Armageddon, a battle of
massive proportion for the
crown jewel of power on
earth. There is no office of
near equal importance,
not now or ever.
Yet in its own way it is
as confining as being
Elvis.
One cannot be presi
dent one moment, and not
be the next.
You must be up to the

wanted to spend every waking mo
ment on two projects that were due this
week so I could try and pull off A's in
those classes. The mother in me de
cided that having my youngest son's
third birthday party and going to my
twelve-year-old son's Christmas con
cert were more important.
In life, there are always decisions to
be made. Choosing one thing means
sacrificing another. There is just no
way to "have it all" and not expect
something to give—even if it is just
one's ability to go through daily life
without Prozac.
I realized over the course of this
semester that I have been rehearsing
for a life of chronic to-do lists and
overachievement. If I don't change the
road I'm on quickly, the show I call my
life will be over before I even know
that it has begun. Constantly trying
to get over the next hurdle that we
think stands between us and success
will only lead us to see another hurdle,
and then another, and another one af
ter that, too.
When will there be time to notice
the sunny day or the smell of the wildflowers blowing in the breeze as we
run down the field toward the next
hurdle? I guess that all depends on
what we want to focus on. What do
we choose to pay attention to? Balance
is the key to a well-lived life that one
actually has time to enjoy.
I am not saying that we shouldn't
be good students or hard workers. 1
am saying that there will always be
work to do, and that we need to focus
our attention on more than the next
task we need to accomplish in school
or business. Life is what happens inbetween—whether we are paying at
tention or not.

performance
every
minute of every day. It
cannot be escaped. One
wonders why any person
would want the job.
In this deeply divided
nation each of the candi
dates carries the aspira
tions of about half of the
people in the country, not
to mention the armies of
officeholders, lawyers and
functionaries who march
behind.
So when A1 Gore pon
ders what to do he must
find it difficult to divide
the decision between what
his heart might tell him,

and what all those others
might say.
His whole life has
pointed him to this mo
ment and he was so close
to the presidency he could
almost touch the Bible on
which he might pledge fe
alty to the Constitution.
The irony in all of this
is that A1 Gore's greatest
moment in life could be as
a gracious loser. There are
those who believe the win
ner now will be the loser,
and perhaps the loser will
one day win.
©
Knight-Ridder
Newspapers, 2000

Opinion

Bah humbuggin' brainstorm

The
Presidenfs
Corner
By James
Kodrowski
SGA President
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This is it! The end of Fall semester is only one
week away. Good luck on all of your exams. I hope
everyone has a safe and happy holiday season.
Here are a few things in SGA that will be starting
in the Spring that you can mull over while you
sleep in and eat good home-cooked meals.
Spring semester will kick off with the SGAsponsored road trip to Wayne State tosupport our
Charger hockey team. Seats are still available on
the bus, but they are going fast. The Frosh Mosh
committee will begin planning the events for next
Fall early in January. All volunteers are welcome.
I am still looking for someone to oversee the group.
Also, the first kiosk for Campus.net will be in
stalled at the beginning of the semester. As
Campus.net grows, it will open up even more op
portunities to get involved with SGA. Right now I
am looking for someone who is familiar with
Microsoft Office programs to begin updating the
information on Campus.net on a weekly basis.
Another program that SGA will be looking into
in the spring is the St. Jude's Hospital 'Up 'til
Dawn' sponsorship program. This is a
campuswide fundraising drive that culminates in
an all-night celebration for all who participate.
Recruitment for this committee will start during
Spring semester.
These are just a few of the new ways that SGA
is trying to bring the opportunities and informa
tion that you want as a student to UAH.
Let me quickly review this semester in SGA.
The year began with the week of Frosh Mosh 2000.
Shortly thereafter, SGA held elections for the first
ever Senate, allowing students toget involved and
represent their class, whether they are freshmen,
junior, or even graduate students. The House of
Representatives' programming committee began
planning for our sports teams' home openers,
while the rules committee passed legislation on
how the House would operate. In the meantime,
Vice-President of Finance Brett Holt worked with
Finance committee chair Paul Lindgren to update
the paperwork needed for clubs to get money for
their activities. Geof Morris, Executive Vice-Presi
dent, ran the Senate meetings, helping this new
group to get up on their feet. Midnight Madness
was the next big event that SGA sponsored. Pro
gramming chair Anthony Holden worked with the
Athletic department to ensure a successful event.
During all of this hectic activity, the final papers
were signed, establishing the SGA Leadership
Endowed Scholarship. The remainder of the se
mester wassmooth sailing for both houses in SGA.
Many good bills and resolu tions have been passed,
and all funding requests were processed quickly
to get money to the clubs. As a whole,SGA voted
to allocate money for groups interested in partici
pating in STARS, the higher education partnership.
With minor bumps along the way, SGA has done
well to expand its resources, personnel, and—most
importantly—its scope to better serve you, the stu
dent body.
Thank you for an exciting semester. Enjoy your
time off. We'll see you back here in January.

some sales going on. But, has been disguised in
my guess is that, for most many situations. Con
people, such a venture to sider. You drive up to the
the mall on that faithful gas station to fill 'er up:
Friday is for sport. It's a self-serve. You need to
test of one's true capitalist seek customer support:
automated teller. You
urgings.
These shopping gladi want to find an item in the
ators go into battle decked grocery store: good luck.
Recently, I had an ap
in their armor of coupons
and weaponry of Con pointment to buy some
sumer Reports and mar eyeglasses from a local
keting leaflets ready to optometrist. Santa's little
By J. Caleb
defeat their high-priced helpers were not exactly
foes. The booty - presents helpful and friendly. In
Clanton
for all the good little boys fact, the eyewear Elves
Opinion Writer
made me feel as if I were
and girls back home.
Ahhh, Christmas time
Yes, Santa Claus has interrupting a very impor
again. Not that anyone
been replaced by the shop tant phone call.
would let you forget.
ping-savvy soldier. No
I suppose they must
Drive down any road,
longer does Santa work have been on the phone
turn on any television sta
year-round with his little with the big jolly fellow
tion, talk to anyone after
Elves at the North pole. himself because it took
Kris Kringle has instead nearly thirty minutes be
deployed his little helpers fore one of the little guys
in department stores all reluctantly offered any as
around to serve the shop sistance.
ping needs of his replace
So what's the deal with
ments.
all of Santa's Elves? I sup
It's rather ironic, pose they are all suffering
though, that Santa's little from alienation - they
helpers aren't really that miss being at Santa's
much help these days. It workshop in the North
seems like we hear a lot of Pole. Oh well, Santa's re
rhetoric about our ally too lazy and fat to care
economy being a service anymore. He knows that
economy. However, rarely Christmas will come roll
ever do we actually see ing around each year any
any real service.
how.
I suppose the "service"
And each year Christ
mas time does come a-barChe fcxponenf staff:
reling through our lives.
Dauphne Rogers, Editor In Chief
Dr. Clarke .Rountree, Advisor
Each time the same, too.
Jennifer Roberts, Managing Editor
Jennifer Sharp, Layout Editor
We expend so much effort
Jessica Htbbs, Business Manager
Terra TUslei^ Advertising Manager
shopping, decorating, pre
James Doggrel, Online Editor
Paul Lindgren, Entertainment Editor
paring food, and "charita
Danny Parker, Sports Editor
Takhir Sabirov, Distribution Manager
bly" giving, that by the
time Christmas Day actu
ally comes around, it
proves itself to be ex
Exponent welcomes letters to the editor concerning any topic. Let
tremely anti-climatic.
ters should be typed or submitted on disk and no longer than 250 words.
Ho-hum. December
26: off to the stores once
Z\\t Exportrnt no longer requires student numbers, phone numbers, or
again to deal with the
addresses to accompany letters to the editor. Please, include your full
alienated Elves.
name with any submissions. Name and title only, if applicable, will be
published, although names can be withheld upon request. Zfy Exponent
Readers can email J. Caleb
reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.
Clanton at clanton@
Letters should be typed, submitted on disk, or emailed to
hotmail.com
rogersc@email.uah.edu no later than Mondays at 4 p.m. in order to ap
pear in that Thursday's issue. Letters may also be sent to £lp Exponent
office by mail at The Exponent, UAH, UC104, Huntsville, AL 35899 or
by fax at (256) 824-60%.
Opinions expressed in columns or letters are those of the authors and
not necessarily that of
Exponent, its staff or management.
Jack Frost strikes - you'll
know that ole St. Nick and
Co. will soon be nearing.
Every year I get a kick
out of the fact that folks
start getting ready for
Christmas before Thanks
giving has even rolled
around. By the time the
turkey has been digested,
the really jumpy ones
have already thrown up
the old artificial tree.
(Nothing like the smell of
shredded plastic and
canned-snow to stir the
holiday spirits.)
Needless to say, any
sane person should stay
away from the stores the
day after Thanksgiving,
the biggest shopping day
of the year. Sure, there are

This will be our last paper
for the Fall semester. The
next issue of the Exponent
will be published January
11, 2001. We hope everyone
has a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Years'!

We Want Your Letters!

All materials contained herein, except advertising or where indicated otherwise is
Copyright 2000 by £lje £xpo«rnt and protected under the Work Made for Hire and Peri
odical Publication categories of the U.S. Copyright Laws. Materials herein may not be
reprinted without the expressed written permission of
^xponrat. (i.e., all articles
letters, and photographs submitted to £l{e Sxponettf become property of
upon receipt.)
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Cafeteria, continued from page 1
expensive as local fast
food restaurants.
Have you ever won
dered why a large salad at
the salad bar costs $3.99
and does not allow for sec
onds? One can go to
Barnhill's or Quincy's for
about one dollar more and
get chicken, macaroni and
cheese, hot vegetables,
dessert, and much more at
an "all you can eat" rate.
At the cafe, a sign warns,
"You must be able to close
the top on your salad or
you will be charged
doubled." And, yes, they
misspelled the word.
Tracey Smith, a fresh
man, does not "think the
food is too bad." Smith
states, "Still, it is pretty
dang expensive." She and
her friends seemed to be
waiting for an opportu
nity to talk about the

prices that appear to be
too outrageous for the fi
nancially-challenged to
handle comfortably. Brice,
a student who sat with
Tracey, said that the meals
average out to between
five and six dollars per
meal.
However, these stu
dents are thankful that
they bought the $600 meal
plan so they do not have
to fork over the money
every day. Student James
Garner chipped in for
what they paid since they
are only afforded the op
portunity to eat two meals
a day for five days out of
the week. "The rest of the
time, you starve or call
your parents for money,"
said Garner.
Smith, who had just
eaten a salad one day,
showed her receipt, ap
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palled that she had to pay
an additional 69 cents for
milk and 89 cents for a
baked potato. With that,
some of the other prices in
the cafe were examined.
It was discovered that
the combo special fea
tured one entree and two
sides for $4.19. If ordered
a la carte, the entree is
$2.99 and each side is 69
cents. Bread costs 25 cents.
Also, at 1 p.m., the lunch
special is no longer avail
able. That means that you
have to be out of class long
enough to get into the cafe
if you want the special,
which many students find
very difficult to do.
Also, some students
have expressed concern
over how sandwiches are
made on the grill. Stu
dents may notice a veggie
burger available on the

menu. The trouble is that
there is not a place on the
grill for these burgers to be
made.
You may not be a veg
etarian, but certainly one
would concur that it is not
too inviting for those who
are vegetarians to have
their food saturated with
the fat of animals. If the
cafe is going to provide
their customers with the
alternative to meat, why
not make it totally meat
less?
In all fairness to the
cafe though, there are rea
sons for the high prices
and seeming insensitivity.
Irene Leslie, night super
visor of Sodexho Services,
says that the cafeteria is
comparable
to
Schlotzsky's or Quizno's.
Leslie adds, "[Students]
may complain about

prices, but it doesn't stop
them. The volume is dif
ferent than at restaurants,
so the pricing will reflect
that. In addition to that,
people frequent the cafete
ria while bringing in food
from other places." She
pointed out cups and con
tainers from Burger King
and McDonald's as she
spoke.
John Preuschl, dining
service supervisor, noted
that the cafe had not "got
ten a single complaint all
year except for pricing."
He sayS that what the av
erage student does not re
alize is that the cafe uses
the top quality foods so
their customers do eat
healthy.
Also, in its annual sur
vey, they have noticed that
"food taste is up 30% from
last year." Preuschl added,

"We use Tyson chicken,
which is not treated with
hormones or chemicals.
We went up from Very
Fine juices to Tropicana.
We continue to improve
all of the time, and that
makes our prices more
competitive. We will be
introducing wraps to the
deli next week for those
who are a bit more health
conscious.
They will be a perma
nent part of our menu.
Still, we cannot have ev
erything on our menu be
cause we are too small to
accommodate
every
thing."
The Charger Cafeteria
is open from 7:30 a.m. un
til 9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday; 7:30 a.m. until
6 p.m. Friday; and 10 a.m.
until 6 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

porters in Austin, Texas.
"Governor Bush and Sec
retary [Dick] Cheney won
the election," Hughes
added.
Benjamin
Ginsberg, Bush's chief le
gal counsel in Florida,
agreed that "Governor
Bush and Secretary
Cheney
have
won
Florida," and he again

called on Gore to concede
the election. "It's time for
everyone to do what's in
the best interest of the
country," Ginsberg said.
Hughes would not go that
far, saying, "It would not
be appropriate for me to
give the Vice-President
advice."
The election for the

Presidency has been a
whirlwind of controversy
and legal battles, and af
ter four weeks, it may
come down to just these
last few days. Victory for
Gore seems to be slipping
out of reach as Bush se
cures it for his own. But,
if one thing is to be learned
from this fantastic se

quence of events, any
thing is possible. Soon,
one candidate will con
cede, and finally our coun
try will have a leader to be
sworn in next month. The
question now is whether
or not the country will be
able to unite in support of
our 43rd President.

also contributed to the
IPCC's reports on global
climate change in 1992,
1994, and 1995.
Christy was the joint
recipient for the American
Meteorological Society
"Special Award" in 1996

for his work with Dr. Roy
Spencer on ascertaining a
precise record of the
Earth's global tempera
ture.
The scientists also re
ceived NASA's Excep
tional Scientific Achieve

ment Medal in 1991.
Christy earned a B.A in
mathematics from Califor
nia State University at
Fresno, a Masters of Di
vinity from Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Semi
nary, and his M.S. and

Ph.D. in atmospheric sci
ence from the University
of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign. Christy is a
native of Fresno, Califor
nia.

Hopes, continued from page 1
Boies said. "Whoever
wins in the Supreme
Court of Florida, we'll ac
cept that." Boies stated
that Gore's camp would
accept the court's decision
as the final word in the
election.
On the other side of the
argument, Bush's team
was understandably ec

static about the two court
decisions, seeing them as
favorable to the Texas
Governor's plight. "Gov
ernor Bush was very
pleased with the Florida
court's thoughtful and
comprehensive decision
this afternoon," Karen
Hughes, Bush's communi
cations director, told re

Christy, continued from page 1
weather records as far
back as the 1830s and to
make that information
available on the Internet.
Christy came to UAH
in 1987.
He served as a lead re
searcher and author in a

key chapter on the area of
climate variability and
change in the controver
sial 2001 report on global
warming from the United
Nations' Intergovernmen
tal Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). Christy

Wins, continued from page 5
Sigurmundsson, and the
bench really stepped up
their play."
Polk and newcomer
Zach Carpenter combined
for 14 points in the contest
as they played admirably
in
the
place
of
Sigurmundsson. Acuff
was pleased with their
performances, " Both
[Carpenter and Polk]
played important roles in
the victory, and I was very
pleased with their perfor
mances." Acuff went on to
say
that
since
Sigurmundsson could be
°ut for an extended pe
riod, "[Carpenter and
Polk] have a chance to
keep getting better." Acuff
added, "I liked the way
both of them came out to
Play against Montevallo. I
know now I can count on
them to step up and play
when we call their num
ber."
Thus far in the young
season, the two stalwarts
of the team are senior
Smith and junior new-

comer McGinnis. Acuff
said, "McGinnis and
Smith have been the cata
lysts for us. Both are giv
ing us tremendous scoring
output (Smith is averag
ing 15.2, and McGinnis
12.2)." Coach Acuff also
said he was proud of the
overall
"Our
Uveidll team
icain play.
team has developed good
chemistry thus far and we
still can get better," said
Acuff. "With our next few
games at home, we have
an good opportunity to
string some victories to
gether."
The play so far this sea
son can be attested to
Acuff and his staff. Acuff s

recruiting class has paid
immediate dividends.
McGinnis and Andre
Lang have provided sta
bility in the starting
lineup. McGinnis is sec
ond on the team in scor
ing and Lang has become
an important cog on the
frontline.
Carpenter,
J

T

r

Copeland and Trey
Pinegar have had their
moments coming off the
bench as well.
Throw in returnees
Smith, Horton, Scobey,
Sigurmundsson, and Polk
and this team goes 9 to 10
deep in its rotation and
provides Acuff with versa
tility.

Read our
editorials and
other stories
online at
exponent.uah.edu

3L

The 13th Muse
Invites you
To hear Dr. Susan
Luther, author of a
new collection of poems
called Breathing in
the Dark, and former
professor at UAH.

When: Thursday
at 7:00 p.m
Morton Hall
room 343
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services (Week of December U)

Anes (March 21-April 19). On Monday get back into love. Get yourself next to the person you'd most like to
the books to make sure you know what you're doing. do that with. Something you hear on Tuesday just
On Tuesday or Wednesday you may have one of those doesn't compute. Check it out before using that infor
hands-on tests that gets tossed our way every once in a mation. Your error on Wednesday could lead to a vic
while, just to see if we're paying attention. Don't worry. tory for the other team. Pay attention to what you're
All goes well, but it might be expensive. On Thursday doing and fix mistakes as soon as possible. Wednesday
the challenge is to find the time and place where you and Thursday are full of debate, conflict and jagged
and your sweetheart can share a few precious moments. nerves. You won't get everything you want, so build a
Don t overlook the possibility of early Friday morn little slack into your demands. Don't waste money on
ing, either. Work interferes with travel plans for most a flashy on-the-town weekend. You can come up with
of Saturday and Sunday. Going out either night should lots of fun things to do — for free.
be fine, but save a longer trip for another weekend. Traf
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The boss loves your work
fic may be berserk out there.
on Monday. Make sure those accolades go into your
Taurus (April 20-May 20). Money's coming and go- personnel file. Your team helps you achieve goals on
ing quickly on Monday. Grab hold of as much as you Tuesday and, after a small setback, on Wednesday, too.
can, and don't let go! The boss should be in a good mood You'll need a program on Thursday and Friday to tell
on Tuesday, but a little drifty. Provide some common what's going on. It's like a slam dance out there, so
sense. Somebody else makes a silly mistake on Wednes watch out for yourself. You're more in control over the
day. Watch for it. Get rid of stuff you don't need on weekend, although there will be minor difficulties. It's
Thursday and Friday, but take care. If you throw away nothing you can't handle.
(recycle) something that belongs to a roommate (on
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You're lucky in love on
purpose or accidentally), there'll be trouble. Financial Monday, especially with an intellectual who speaks a
disagreements add stress to your romantic rendezvous foreign language. That interlude could make you late
over the weekend. Be nice, but don't let your sweet for work on Tuesday if you're not careful. Not a good
heart put you in debt.
idea; the boss would notice. Be extra nice to avoid a
Gemini (May 21-June 21). Hold your own against clash with an older person on Wednesday, too. An ar
the toughest competition on Monday. The two of you gument between friends and loved ones takes up most
could end up being best friends. Don't spend more than of Thursday and Friday. You're good at reconciliation,
you can afford on Tuesday, even if you want to make a but this one may take a while. Just do the best you can
good impression. It wouldn't work, anyway. The per and give them the weekend to think over the wise things
son you like thinks ;you're ,great,
J hear
J
you said. Tempers mayr be short
most of
but
, • too, as you may
Ji ivi t UlUOl
U1 Saturday,
Jd
through the grapevine on Wednesday. Do errands for by late Sunday most folks will mellow out.
annfhdr on
r\r\ TKurrrlnr
-.i your
^
'
another
Thursday, even :C
if :l
it interferes with
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). On Monday you could
travel plans. Don't believe everything you hear on Fri find the perfect thing for your home at a real bargain.
day, though.Some of that may be hogwash. This week They're practically giving it away. Something from far
end will be good for rearranging the living room furni away that looks like a good deal on Tuesday could be
ture. Hopefully, that's not because of some sort of mess. of low quality. Make sure you can return it before you
Do it on purpose, just for fun, instead.
buy it sight unseen. Your mate is full of good ideas on
Cancer Qune 22-July 22). Requirements may change Wednesday, but it's hard to get much done on Thurs
on Monday, so check with the boss to make sure you're day or Friday. People are too busy arguing over who,
doing the right thing. You're stronger and more confi what, where, when and why. Don't risk your savings
dent on Tuesday and Wednesday, which could lead to on Saturday, even if a good friend thinks you should. A
an increase in your status. Don't take on more work gamble on Sunday is unlikely to win. Play it safe, and
without more pay, though. Financial negotiations on you'll rest easy Sunday night.
Thursday and Friday could be frustrating. Ask for more
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). On Monday you come
than you think you'll get. You'll study most of the weekend to make sure you're doing the job right. Even then,
you may have to call in an expert to help. Consider it
another learning experience.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Monday's good for falling in

up with the idea that takes everybody by surprise. You
could take the prize, too. On Tuesday stash your loot
away in a safe place. That way, you'll find it easier to
resist temptation when it knocks on Wednesday. Thursday seems like it ought to be good for going out, but

Campus Club Wire
Editor's Note: CljpYxponpnt reserves the right to edit all submissions for content. Due to space requirements, please limit
announcements to approximately 75 words. All submissions must be given directly to Jennifer Roberts in the UC, room
04 on Tuesdays between 10 a.m. and noon or emailed to clubwire@yahoo.com no later than noon on Tuesdays. No
submissions left in the drop-box will be printed. Announcements are preferred on disk. Announcements with graphics will

you may wish you'd stayed home. Your work sched
ule can't be predicted on Friday, so don't make a date
for then, either. You may have to pass an inspection
over the weekend. Be neat, and polite, and you'll win
an older critic's endorsement.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Monday's busy and
profitable. Help prevent your partner or mate from
making a big mistake on Tuesday and Wednesday. Your
involvement will be appreciated. Don't barter much on
Thursday or Friday, however. Even if you think you're
winning, you may be losing instead. Rumors you hear
about co-workers over the weekend may be more fic
tion than fact. Don't believe anything until you check
it with the source.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb 18). You have lots of love on
Monday. Don't take off on an outing and forget to do
an important chore on Tuesday, though. You'd catch all
kinds of heck, and rightly so, on Wednesday. You may
be just about ready to dump a partnership on Thurs
day or Friday. Trouble is you can't get the last word in!
Review your finances over the weekend to see if you
can afford to call it quits. By late Sunday, you may have
discovered something worth keeping.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). A pleasant fantasy could
come true on Monday if you can make time in your
busy schedule. Dinner out's too expensive Tuesday and
cuddlier at home anyway. Bond with your sweetheart
by working together on Wednesday, but don't start a
new project then. Finish up an old one, instead. There's
too much confusion on Thursday and Friday. You'll
work overtime then, cleaning up messes. Others will
be stressed over the weekend. Your kind words will
mean a lot, even in passing.
If You're Having a Birthday This Week:
Dec. 11: Partnership issues take precedence this year.
Want to get married? Start a business? You're evenly
matched, with different talents.
Dec. 12: No more taking risks. This year it's just sure
things. Learn to be a penny-pincher, and you'll never
need to worry about money again.
Dec. 13: There's a lesson to be learned this year, hope
fully not the hard way. Have your good sense rule your
purchases, not your emotions, OK?
Dec. 14: You can dream further than you can get this
year, but that's not a problem. You're inspired to try
new things, and some of them work!
Dec.15: This year your travels could lead to a new
job or a promotion with the one you have. Don't go
just for pleasure; have plans for your future, as well.
Dec. 16: This year new responsibilities force a change
in your attitude and outlook. Could it be you're grow
ing up?
°
Dec. 17: You can count on having a test today. To
win, just master the most difficult subject. You can do

For personal reports and consultations, visit http:/
/ www.LindaBlack.com.
© Tribune Media Services, 2000

Creed, continued from page 8
Model United Nations
UAH will be sending a delegation to the National Model UN in New York, April 10-14, 2001. We will be
representing the Holy See. Keep an eye out for flyers announcing our Spring meeting times. If you have any
questions please contact our President, Janna Turner, at jla_her@yahoo.com.
Free donuts
faculty and staff on Tuesday, December 12 in the lobby of
and the parking lot of SECH. Student Alumni Association members will serve the food from 6:30
a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Student Alumni Association brings this complimentary breakfast to you in hopes that
as you are frantically trying to get to those exams, you will remember to have a good breakfast. It is a wellknown fact that the brain thrives on glucose! Good luck students!

Fr^rdD°uUtS anu jU,C^ wiU,be
J

lo a11 students,

UAH BACCHUS
The two winning students of the UAH BACCHUS Chapter "Pre-Finals Stress Reduction Contest" were
Soma Loveless and Gail A. Peebles. Each student was awarded a free massage from a professional massage
therapist at Peaceful Spirit Center. For more information about the center, call 883-3557.
UAH Badminton Club
^ b AH Badminton Club was approved by the legislature of SGA in July 2000. The club currentlv has
70 members. Next semester, meetings will be held twice a week: Wednesday, 7:30-9:45 p.m • Saturdav 2-305:30 p.m. Meetings will be held at Spragins Hall. All UAH students, faculty, and staff are welcome to join
The club provides rackets and shuttle birds to all club members. Membership fee is $3/semester for students
and
/semester for faculty and staff. For more information, visit the club online at www.go.to/uahbadminton.

to be desired. The band
had virtually no interac
tion. The concert seemed
like a contest between
band members to attract
the most screams for
themselves, while each ig
nored the remaining three
The
band members.
v> idely-acclaimed energy
of lead singer Scott Stapp
was, for this night, re
duced to leaning on a
stage monitor, clutching
his fist, and staring at the
light fixtures.
After a set filled with

pyrotechnics, lasers, and
large video screens to ac
company the band, Creed
finished the set to return
for the obligatory encore
of "One" and Higher."
While turning in a solid
performance for their
Huntsville crowd, Creed
had the look of a band
who has been traveling
entirely too long, and has
seen way too much of
each other. Maybe a few
months off would take
Creed's
live
show
higher."

Read our stories
online! exponent.
uah.edu
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HELP WANTED
EGG DONORS NEEDED!
Females 19-32. Help infer
tile women have the child
they long for. Pays
2,500.00/completed cycle.
lnfo@Genesis
Email
FamilyServices.com, or
call toll-free (877) 8100480.
I need someone who is
very knowledgeable and
experienced on Microsoft
Front Page software and
web site design to assist
me in developing a new
web site for my company.
Call Victor at 337-0225 for
additional information.
Singers and musicians
wanted. Local producer
looking for talent in any
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Classifieds
®je1cxp0nent

style of music as well as
session singers for current
rock, hip-hop and dance
music projects. Please con
tact Eric at 883-9350 or
majick@mindspring.com
for more information.

FOR SALE
1990 Ford Mustang LX 5.0;
good condition; $2500;
black; call 256-931-0953;
ask for John.
1992 Dodge Caravan SE
van, low 96K miles ,
loaded: air, tilt, tape,
cruise, power door locks,
new tires & more, GREAT
condition, book value
$6,000, asking only $5,200
or best offer, call 461-8182
Large L-shape sectional
sofa, Sears, herculon fab

ADVERTISEMENT
INFORMATION
Advertisement information can be obtained
by contacting Terra Tusler, Advertising
Manager at ©Ijeyxpunrnf by phone, fax or
come by the office in the University Center,
room 104.
Telephone: 824-6090 Fax: 824-6096
Email: terratusler@hotmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS ARE FREE!
Classified ads in "(Eij£ ^Exponent are free for
all UAH students, faculty, staff and alumni.
Contact ©lj£ Exponent, attention Jennifer
Sharp, Layout Editor at 824-6090 for more
information or bring your ad by our office
in room 104 of the University Center. You
can also contact ^Ilj^'Jlxpon^nt office by fax
at
824-6096, or
by
email at
sharpjl@email.uah.edu.
(Deadlinefor allclassifieds to be turnedin is no later than
Monday before the next paper is scheduled to be published. All free
classifieds will run for two weeks unless otherwise specified.)

Answers to 11-30-00puzzle

CORPORATE GIANTS

ric, $250; two automatic
garage door openers and
transmitters all for $25;
three-speed bicycle, red,
26", Mohawk, $15; com
puter CD games and
Nintendo game (Final
Fantasy III) $10 each; 11
window screens all for
$10. call 880-9414.

MISCELLANEOUS
Did Extra-Terrestrials cre
ate life on Earth? Public
lecture on Thursday, De
cember 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Huntsville Public Library,
Meeting room A&B, 915
Monroe Street. Info:
www.rael.org; Contact:
marsicd@email.uah.edu
The Exponent wishes to
thank everyone who do

nated or will donate in the
Give Something Back
Food and Clothing Drive.

Check
out the
classifieds
section
online!
exponent
uah.edu

This will be our
paper for the Fall se
mester. The next issue
of the Exponent will
be published January
11, 2001. We hope ev
eryone has a Merry
Christmas and a
Happy New Years'!

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Cultural
showplace
7 Zhivago's love
11 Madison Ave.
offerings
14 Recorded
15 Computer
graphic
16 Bud's buddy
17 Nebbishes
18 Irritating child

19 Leader of the
Three Stooges
20 Holston and
French Broad
formation
23 Act the straggler
24 Man with regrets
25 "My Friend "
27 Holiday lead-in
28 Prohibition hot
spots
32 Wooded valley
34 Gish and
Hellman
35 Hankering
39 Spindrift
40 Former German
leader
44 Box to train
48 Enmities
52 Gardner of 'The
Killers"
53 Isinglass
54 Pipe part
55 Luau garland
56 South China Sea
arm
61 Furthermore
62 Earthen jar
63 Oozy sediment
64 Name for a lion
65 Mob violence
66 More chilling
67 Wood and Wynn
68 Idiot
69 Statistical
leanings
DOWN
1 Marked by
blotches
2 Take knitting
apart
3 Casey of
baseball

l£/3/UU
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Bring in
Solutions
°
Half dentures
S a 3
3 d o
ti
1
s
N
3
a
Make a mistake
O 3 "1
y
o
1
1
3
I
d
3
3
Broad-minded
a N V
3 O a n 1 s 1V 1 1 O
Homestead
n s>
3
o
V
H
1
n
1
N
V
a
piece
A
V o 1 w
IN 3 X s1
9 Lion's call
i 3 ~i
10 Against; pref.
s 1 N 3 Al X N 3 s 3 ti
V A V
11 Spanish port
y V d s
ti 3 n V N 3 a V
12 Lobbyists, of a
H o X 1
17 s 1 VM
sort
1 "1 3 a
1 1 1
V
i
T
N
s
13 Litigate
3 A 3
d
S
V 3
s 3 1 s V 3
21 Comprehend
a
V 1
ti
O
n
V IAI d 1
1 3
22 Calls on
y
N
N
3
X
s
3
S
3
3
26 Beast of burden
U 3 A "
3
M
X
s
d
ti
29 Kipling book
9
V
ti
1
3 o Al
30 Whitney or
V
1
N
O
d
3
o
1
N
O
n o "1 I
1
Wallach
s a V1 v y V "1 I 1AI n 3 S n w
31 Gore and Smith
33 Of the family tree
50 Silver server
thing again
36 Cure hide
45 Heroic champion 51 Grinner
37 Slice
57 U.S. auto maker
46 Settled old
38 Skirt edge
58 Hodgepodge
scores
40 Escort's offer
59 Lead balloon
47 Corporate
41 Condescended
60 Attract
pirates
42 Lisbon loot
61 Pub preference
49 Final degree
43 Say the same
4
5
6
7
8
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Cash
_ for_
Books

No matter where yoi
bought them,

we'll buy them back

UAH
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

UNIVERSITY
BOOKSTORE
University Center

Look for our Coca-Cola® Trailers:
Information Center at John Wright & Holmes Ave.
University Center Lawn
Ben Graves North Side Entrance (off of University)
Fri., December 8 & Mon. - Thurs. December 1 1 - 1 4
10am - 4pm

Order now for
next term!

*s»follett
com

NEW & USED COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS

*current market value applies

